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expressed in private to Barrillon as suitable for the ear of Louis. As
early as August 1681 he wrote that he can hardly believe "the reports
of the ferocities, or rather barbarous cruelties, used in France against
the Protestants . . . against all common sense and reason, as well as
against charity and justice", and after his accession he told the Spanish
and Dutch Ambassadors that

he abhorred the employment of *'booted missionaries*' in France
as impolitic and unchristian . . . although he wished to see his
own religion embraced, he thought it contrary to the precepts of
Holy Writ to force conscience; he expected only to see his Catholic
subjects enjoying the freedom of other Englishmen, not treated as
if they were traitors.

In his conversations with Barrillon on this subject James no doubt
expressed himself more warmly than he would have done to an English
Catholic, for it was always his aim to stand well with Louis, but his
whole-hearted enthusiasm for the work Louis was doing for the Catholic
faith is, even with this allowance, obviously very real. On September
21, 1685, Barrillon wrote to Louis :

His Britannic Majesty has heard with joy what I have told him
about the marvellous progress with which God blesses the efforts
of Your Majesty in regard to the conversion of your subjects and
says that in no country nor at any time have there been such results
in so short a period. His Majesty well believes that so important
a work will not remain imperfect and that God will favour Your
Majesty by completing it entirely.

In letters of October i, 8 and 19, Barrillon reports further expressions
on James's part of delight at the conversions of the Huguenots. On
the last date James had had an advance copy of the Edict by which the
Edict of Nantes was to be revoked:

I have given the King of England (Barrillon writes) a copy which
he has asked for of the Edict which Your Majesty is to execute
immediately. It is not possible to show more joy than this prince
did to see the measures which Your Majesty is taking to destroy
heresy in his kingdom. He has spoken of it to me several times in
the last three days in terms which make it evident that what he
says comes from the bottom of his heart. He is very grateful for
the confidence which Your Majesty has placed in him by letting
him know of so important a matter before it is made public.